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Title: “Advances in Organic Farming in Mediterranean and Balkan area” 

 

Type of course: Blended. 
The course includes three phases: the first involves face-to-face training at MAIB (Mediterranean 
Agronomic Institute of Bari), the second is carried remotely (once back from their countries, 
participants will attend the course “on line”) and the third phase is a face-to-face follow up course 
held at MAIB. 
 

Total period: 28 February – 02 October 2011 

Objective 

The objective of this course in all its modules is to familiarize professionals with the latest insights, 
contexts and concepts of Mediterranean Organic Agriculture. 
On conclusion of the training, the participant will have a holistic view of the field of Mediterranean 
Organic Agriculture and the main issues of debate, including: the new EU regulation and its 
implications on imports/exports from/to third countries, aquaculture, organic textiles and cosmetics, 
use of biopesticides in biological control, biodiversity assessment and monitoring, the new trends in 
market and climate changes. 
 

Candidates’ profile   
The course is addressed to 26 mid-career professionals who have a University degree in agriculture 
or related sciences with at least a basic experience in organic agriculture, and are interested in a 
deep and broad understanding of the main updates that have been governing the organic sector in 
the last years.  
In particular, the course is intended to provide the “follow up” of former alumnae of the MAIB 
course on “Mediterranean organic agriculture”, through a process that integrates the traditional 
follow up of MAIB training activities impact (in their home countries and/or professional 
environments) with the updating of knowledge on the innovations introduced in the above 
mentioned course. Also, there will be the opportunity to inform former students about the current 
developments of the sector within MAIB and the present changes within the Mediterranean region 
and the Balkans, which is the Area of Interest of the Institute. 
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Candidates’ prerequisites  

The minimum knowledge required for an effective learning process includes:      

1. Fluency in English; 

2. University degree in agriculture or related sciences  

3. Basic experience in organic agriculture 

4. Easy access to a computer connected to the Internet (e-mail and the Web); 

5. During the on line phase, about 6/8 hours (about 1 to 2 hours per day) per weekly module 

shall be devoted to the educational activities of the course.  

 

Programme   

 

Face-to-face training  28 February-13 March  
Introductory Session  

Module I: Evolution and tendencies of the Council Regulations on organic agriculture 
 
Module II: Agroecosystem management  

Module III: New horizons in Organic Agriculture 

Module IV: Use of MAIB e-learning system  

 

On-line training  14 March – 17 July 
Preliminary activities  

Module I: Institutional and Organisational Framework 

Module II : Participatory approach for Natural Resources Management 

Module III: Aquaculture 

Module IV: Organic greenhouse production 

Module V:  New alternatives for biological control 

Project work activity  
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Follow up 19 September-02 October 2009 
The last phase of the course will be held at the Institute and will concern the teaching recovery and 

the strengthening of the acquired skills. 

The teaching schedule of this phase will depend on the outcome of the on-line activity, which 

involves a specific final module mainly devoted to the proposals that students could formulate to 

conclude the course efficiently. 

The teamwork and the working out of projects will still play a strategic role in this phase, which 

also involves a continuation of the on-line experience. 

Preliminary activities (19-25 September) 

Specialized modules and project works seminars (26 September- 02 October) 

 

Information for candidates 
 
 
It is of the utmost importance for the candidate to have the full support of the institution sponsoring 
him/her. This is due to the fact that part of the course will be conducted in the country of origin 
using the facilities available at the institution where he/she works and devoting about 6/8 hours 
(about 1 to 2 hours per day) per weekly module to the educational activities of the course. 
 
Please forward the names of the official candidates listed according to their priority order to the 
Italian Embassy and to our Institute (if possible, remember to send also a waiting list) before 
January 16, 2011. 
 
Candidates’ names can be announced by fax and the documents can be sent later by mail (including 
the medical certificate). 
  
Admitted candidates will receive a scholarship covering the inscription fees, travel, board and 
lodging, pocket-money, insurance and medical assistance. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
- the External Relations Office: Mrs. Rosanna Quagliariello  
      Tel : +39 080 4606 204/312,                                          
      e-mail : quagliariello@iamb.it or 
- the Training Office: Mrs. Olimpia Antonelli   
      Tel : +39 080 4606 281/314/202,                            
      e-mail : oliant@iamb.it 
- the Distance Learning Staff 

e-mail :  infofad@iamb.it 
 
 


